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played a leading part in it. His position made this in-
evitable ,* but it is not rash to surmise that his formal com-
munications as Secretary of State were supplemented
by personal intercourse with the Parliamentary Commis-
sioners, Clarendon's account of the secret history of the
" Treaty of Oxford," if we may accept it, leaves no room for
doubt upon this point. " Some persons among them (the
Commissioners) who were known to wish well to the King
endeavoured underhand to bring it to pass. And they did
therefore whilst they publicly pursued their instructions,
and delivered and received papers upon their propositions pri-
vately use all the means they could especially in conferences
with the Lord Falkland and the Chancellor of the Exchequer
that the King might be prevailed with in some degree to com-
ply with their unreasonable demands." The correspondence
of Sir Thomas Roe with Falkland points unmistakably in
the same direction. He is writing not to the Secretary of
State, but to one who was well known to the peace advo-
cates on both sides as the most ardent among them. ft If,"
he wrote on ipth March, "you can agree the cessation,
which is the popular part, the articles will follow almost by
necessity, and this rule only I will lay, that if you must or
shall make war successfully, you must set peace in the first
rank, you must show that she is vanished from you and
your arms are only employed to rescue the beloved of all
men." He wrote again on 6th April with even more
passionate protestations. "If indignation could make a
poet against nature, the passions of a troubled spirit may
excuse any errors of a well-affected zeal. I cannot forbear
to inform you that the last message of his Majesty (z>., the
demand for the immediate surrender of the ships and forts)
both utterly discomposed even all those who seriously
pursued and grasped after the hopes of accommodation.
They pretend to have no ground nor subject left them toere, that thereLewis. his sufferings, and to encourage his known abilities (for which
